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CO M M U N I T Y CU LT U R A L D E V E LO P M E N T

(ccd) is a broad term covering an enormous
range of activities that give communities
the opportunity to tell their stories, build
their creative skills and be active
participants in the development of their
culture. It may be useful to think of the

phrase or its abbreviation, as a description
rather than as a name. Ccd describes
collaborations between communities and
artists which can take place in any artform.
They result in a wide range of artistic and
developmental outcomes.

W H AT IS COM M U NIT Y
CU LT U R A L DE V E LOPM E N T ?
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Some common features of ccd
activities are:
• social and developmental
changes take place alongside
artistic outcomes through the
exploration of ideas and issues;
• community members and
professional artists share
knowledge and skills, working
towards a common goal;
• a community’s culture is
expressed, explored, interpreted,
presented or developed.

Ccd offers communities an
opportunity to express themselves
and to create and manage the
projects in which they participate.
This makes the practice a highly
effective means for communities to:
• develop new skills and address
issues which affect them;
• interact and increase
communication and networking;
• address social justice issues;
• represent themselves to their
own and to other communities
and enjoy rich and diverse
cultural activities.
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Artists and artworkers involved in
community cultural development
activities are highly skilled and
adaptable. They require:
• artform expertise to ensure
innovative, high quality artistic
outcomes;
• project management, planning,
negotiation, communication and
collaboration skills;
• responsiveness and sensitivity to
the needs of the many different
communities and understanding
of social justice principles;
• the ability to lead, challenge,
motivate and facilitate
communities in their activities
without dominating or directing
them "

CCD STANDS FOR
COMMUNITY CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY:
A community can be any group of people who choose
to identify with each other. Communities can be
created through the things people have in common;
geographical location, interests, cultural heritage, or
simply a desire to strengthen relationships and share
experiences.
CULTURAL:
Communities are complex and multi-layered, so there can be
many ‘cultures’ within any community. Community culture
might also include expressions of identity such as
language, dress, cuisine or sporting activities in addition to
what is commonly termed ‘arts’.
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DEVELOPMENT:
This is the ‘doing’ part of ccd. Artists work with
a community in the development of their culture.
It is important to remember that many communities
have highly sophisticated and/or traditional
community cultures and ‘development’ is about
building on and strengthening those positive
aspects which already exist. A community may
wish to actively enhance aspects of their cultural
life, or to use its culture as a tool with which to
develop other aspects of their community, for
example – economic development, addressing
social issues, empowerment, self
representation, expressing identity, or
reclaiming public space. Either approach is an
example of community cultural development.
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